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Churchill, Winston The New World 
Dodd, Mead. Nov. 26, 1956. 433p. $6.00. 


(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—December 


like its predecessor the History the English Speak- 
People, The Birth Britain, this second volume 
the series, The New World, has also been serialized 
life. Four installments appeared, lavishly illustrated. 
The title, The New World, will make many prospective 


buyers think that the book concerned with the Eng- 
lish speaking people the western side the At- 
lantic. However, Churchill has mind, not the people 
the English colonies that period, but the English- 
men England who lived such changed world 
the sixteenth century that referred new 
world. The title seems unjustified, unfortunate and 
certainly confusing. 
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What about the book itself? understood that 
one should question anything that Churchill says 
does, now that has become the first national hero 
that England has produced several centuries; but the 
book does have its good and bad features, just prac- 
tically everything that Churchill has done has its good 
and its bad phases. Churchill keeps mind that 
writing about Englishmen and therefore must accord 
each one measure praise, matter what the per- 
son’s conduct record. The emphasis indi- 
viduals rather than economic 
problems are stressed, with Churchill making crystal 
clear that the main objective each English monarch 
must keep England free from any threat domi- 
nation the Pope. This attitude becomes especially 
clear the final chapters which deal with the expul- 
sion James 1688 and the substitution for him 
William Orange. Concerning James, Churchill 
wrote: 
“He was resolved that there should least toleration 
among all English Christians. one the disputes 
history whether toleration was all sought. was bigot 
and there was sacrifices would not make for his faith. 
lost his throne consequence. The English Prot- 
estant nation would have been very foolish trust them- 
selves the merciful tolerance James once had 
obtained the absolute power sought. They did not so. 
They viewed with intense distrust every step that took 
the name toleration. They were quite sure, from his char- 
acter, from his record, from his avowed unshakeable con- 
victions, from the whole character the Catholic Church 
that time, that once wielded the sword their choice 
would the Mass the stake” (pp. 384-385 passim). 


the opening page the book are told that 
“The revenues the Church were swelled the sale 
‘Indulgences’ remit Purgatory both for the living 
and the dead. The bishop and cardinal were 
bought and sold, and the common people taxed the 
limit their credulity.” Churchill gives the impression 
that such was generally true the Catholic Church 
early the sixteenth century, and implies that even 
the actions Henry VIII the religious sphere 
later date were therefore justified. Oliver Cromwell 
candidly presented the man who ordered the 
execution 3,000 soldiers Drogheda, Ireland. 
However, also described follows: “With all 
nis faults and failures was indeed the Lord Protector 
the enduring rights the Old England loved 
against the terrible weapon which and Parliament 
had forged assert them” (p. 316). Henry VIII 
treated great length, and sympathetically, might 
add. The average Catholic, hope, will confused 
upon learning, concerning Henry that “He was 
accustomed hear five Masses Church days, and 
three other days, served the priest Mass himself, 
was never deprived holy bread and holy water 
Sunday, and always did penance Good Friday” (p. 
31). summary, you will find this volume satis- 
factory running commentary England and her rulers 
for the period from about 1500 1688. Innocent 
and biblicgraphy, intended for the so- 
called “average reader,” who apt find fairly 
interesting. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 
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Costain, Thomas and John Beecroft Corinne 
Doubleday. Nov. 15,1956. 1009p. $7.50. promi 
(Literary Guild Choice—December She 
Messrs. Costain and Beecroft tell they want only Lady 
“present collection stories which would riage 
excite, mystify, please, amuse, charm satisfy 
they were not compiling anthology “bests.” revolt, 
criteria selection were simple: story had again 
them over long period years and were “true 
theme, treatment background, was in. 
can will quarrel with such criteria; would While 
tious bridling suggest there are many better stories finist 
which might hav ebeen included. Almost every much 
included this collection pleased, amused, two 
satisfied this reviewer. the 
The list titles contained this two-volume 
ment includes some well-known, even hackneyed petently 
some not familiar. Represented are all the standard brought 
story-teller authors, Dumas, Benet, Daphne time. 
Maurier, Maugham, Maupassant, Daudet, the 
thorne, Henry, Irving, Hans Christian Andersen, shuttles 
Stevenson, Max Beerbohm, Kipling, Balzac, minds 
Chesterton, name only few. Besides short With 
there are included excerpts from several novels, Jes 
samyn West’s The Friendly Persuasion, Dickens’ David 
Copperfield, White’s The Long Rifle, Bronte’s Wuther character 
ing Heights, Lagerlof’s Ring the Lowenskolds. And} 
add the treasure trove are the following Eve 
length novels: The Voice Bugle Ann Mackinlay 
Kantor; Conrad Richter’s Sea Grass, additic 
Wilder’s Bridge San Luis Rey and Enid can predi 
National Velvet. Something, indeed for every taste. noobeh; 
The paper strikes being somewhat less than the Cor 
best book-paper and the print rather small crowded, 
price. Several the authors fall into the omnia opera 
category the Index; but the logical consensus would There 
seem hold the included excerpts permissible; and 
they are each case harmless enough. view the battle wit 
latter, however, the collection might termed suit the secon 
able for adults; and may even recommended Bat 
them. M ll 
not have 
McKenney, Ruth nate. Mis 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Nov. 23, 1956. 726p. $4.95. the pas 
This king-size novel begins 1797 the prison but the 
Maurice, France. There Rémi Saint-Victor incar 
cerated because his aristocratic background. His cert 
father and mother had been executed the Revolu 
tionists, and Rémi was spared from death only because 
was brilliant chemist. After four years 
prisonment Rémi released through his godfather’s 
fluence. lavish ball given Talleyrand, 
meets Corinne Rouvroy—the wife General and the 
mistress wealthy business man, Fernand Caruso, 
Rémi seduces Corinne, and she now becomes his Macmillan. 
secretaries and attends the “Little Corporal” the minister, 
French invasion Egypt. When Rémi discovers that like 


they are 
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Corinne had been Fernand’s mistress, he, first, leaves 
her; but then renews his attentions and forces her 
promise that she will never again speak Fernand. 
She breaks her promise, and Rémi, dudgeon, weds 


nly Lady Zennoobeh, ravishing Egyptian princess—a mar- 
which Napoleon felt would strengthen the French 
ders”. Egypt. Shortly thereafter, the Egyptians 
revolt, and Rémi’s wife killed. Corinne, who once 
leased Fernand’s mistress, and Rémi are finally reunited 
“true love,” least, wins, even though the French 
campaign Egypt was failure. 
While this novel has been conceived grand scale, 
stories the finished product fails justify the conception. Too 
much the book simply tedious. The action pivots 
two themes: Napoleon’s campaign Egypt, and 
the on-again-off-again romance between Rémi and Co- 
general, the Napoleon sections are com- 
tales, petently written, although there are too many details 
brought in, and even Napoleon not interesting all the 
time. The basic weakness the book, however, lies 
Haw. the Rémi-Corinne relationship. The way Corinne 
shuttles from Rémi Fernand and back Rémi re- 
minds one interminable game catch played 
stories, with rotten apple. the game continues, the apple 
Jes disintegrates into inconsequential bit the pit 
David Which not worth bother. This happens Corinne 
character the book progresses. Scarlett Hara and 
And even Amber had certain substance; not Corinne Rouv- 
Even Eileen Sherwood—another McKenney crea- 
ornton addition the plot obviously contrived. reader 
can predict much the story; Rémi will marry Zen- 
noobeh; Zennoobeh must die that Rémi and his true 
love, Corinne, will clinch the fadeout. You can 
imagine what this does narrative suspense. Almost 
the may predicted, but this story telegraphed 
throughout. 
would There are, however, two beautifully described and 
le; and episodes the novel. The first Napoleon’s 
the battle with the Egyptians for possession Cairo, and 
the second Nelson’s triumph over the French fleet 
led for Battle the Nile. 
Morally, there toc much suggestive detail the 
Ph.D triangle. The description 
the love play exceedingly frank. leaves little 
the imagination, and for that little the imagination does 
not have exert itself too much. all unfortu- 
Mirage nate. Miss McKenney has shown worthwhile talent 
4.95. past; times this talent appears this book, 
mind—for the most this work trash. This 
novel certainly can not approved for any type 
because Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
and the 
Caruso, Joseph The Priest 
Macmillan. Nov. 13, 1956. 214p. $3.50. 
ordinary humans know that our clergy—be they 
the minister, rabbi, priest—are fellow human beings, but 
that like think that, having accepted God’s calling, 


they are bit above the earthy frailties the rest 


Caruso Boros 
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us, least, they receive extra help from that 
Divine Master dealing with those frailties. don’t 
like see read our idols having feet clay. 


Joseph Caruso, his first novel, has stripped the veil 
from the life and even thoughts his subject, Father 
Scarpi, and portrayed him just another man, priest 
chance. has allowed the Italian, Sicilian, 
anti-clerical attitude, tinge his story—and see the 
reason why many the author’s race appear 
church when they are baptized, married and buried and 
very seldom between. the story the neighbor 
who lives the parish house, not man, called 
God, perform His work. 


Father Scarpi was born the Sicilian section Boston, 
big stature, became fighter, then served the 
army during World War II. about commit 
sex-crime Germany when takes stock 
decides forego his physical strength and desires and 
become priest. spite family feeling, studies 
for the priesthood and, after ordination, assigned 
his home parish. 


dying man confesses murder for which another 
man, though gangster, has been convicted. The story 
tells Father Scarpi’s efforts right this wrong, with- 
out violating the seal the confession, and includes 
Father Scarpi’s thoughts his past trials and temp- 
tations, his transgressions and wrongful use brute 
force, well the innermost thoughts and trials 


his companion parish priests, including sexual tempta- 
tions. 


Must every writer bring sex before his readers order 
draw attention sell his works? 


This gripping story and shows promise for the 
author, but should confine himself his own field. 
Certainly, layman cannot know the inner feelings and 
thoughts one divine field. What contrast 
between this and the scholarly thoughts and presenta- 
tion priest’s life Played Ear, Rev. Daniel 
Lord, S.J.—one who knew. 


The nove] can recommended only for adults, firm 
their belief Divine Guidance. 


John Cullen, LL.B., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Boros, Eva The Mermaids 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Nov. 26, 1956. 216p. $3.50. 
Perhaps some the depressing after-effects this first 
novel are attributable the shocking reports coming 
from Budapest where this story set 1936. 
Nevertheless, withal certain haunting charm and 
simplicity, the theme The Mermaids shrouded 
atmosphere gloom not ordinarily associated with 
the pristine gaiety the Hungarian their 
fabled counterparts, the mermaids this story are 
evasive and unattainable creatures—pretty, young wisps 
femininity—dwelling world their own, sani- 
torium for consumptives. 


The most vivacious and attractive these mermaids 
Lalla Pirola. But Aladar Brankovich was unaware 
her illness when met the garishly garbed “peroxide 
blonde” the Danube Corso. Recently divorced, 
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Aladar was easy prey for the charm this newly 
found companion. When learned Lalla’s sick- 
ness became frequent visitor her home con- 
finement. There learned know some her 


closest companions, Franciska and Kati. Against their 
warnings permitted himself fall love with his 
little doll have her disappear from his life. 

Miss Boros’ use our language, which course 
foreign her, quite commendable. She employs 
deftly create atmosphere and scene. But her char- 


acters never come entirely life. They are clumsily 
manipulated—a possible explanation for their failure 
arouse sympathy any emotional reaction. Pleasant 
enough reading, the overall impression The Mer- 
maids about evanescent the few hours that pass 


its reading. 
Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Rogers, Garet Lancet 


Putnam. Nov. 16, 1956. 448p. $4.50. 


Research today, subsidized governments, foundations 
and business, carried such lavish scale that 
have become inured scientific discoveries that 
prolong and alter our way life. the eighteenth 
century, however, one who devoted his time and life 
trying learn what “makes tick” was considered 
somewhat freak. Such man was John Hunter, 
and, lesser degree, his brother William. 

John, squat, ungainly, uneducated, uncouth Scots- 
man, came England assistant the anatomical 
dissecting room William, fop, but nevertheless 
keen, ambitious physician, not above stealing the origi- 
nal work others. For long time, received much 
the credit for work done his plodding crude 
brother. 

Cold, dreary, dimly-lighted rooms, where hanged still- 
warm bodies prisoners dug from graves and others 
purchased before death, was where John Hunter spent 
most his life. Occasional surcease for this near- 
genius was obtained, has been and probably will 
continue be. 


Gradually his knowledge and skill became widely- 
known and students flocked his dissecting tables. 
Alcohol nearly caused his downfall. However, tour 
surgeon the current war, during which be- 
came engrossed the care the wounded, resulted 
great extent his rehabilitation. John was con- 
vinced that there was only one venereal disease and 
inoculated himself with some the pus localized 
abscess. Miss Rogers’ description the subsequent de- 
velopment primary and secondary syphilis conforms 
the finest details our present knowledge this 
once-dread disease. 

William, whom John idolized, was society physician, 
ultimately becoming obstetrician the Royal Family. 
drove and urged John many discoveries. 
was responsible for John becoming surgeon St. 
George’s Hospital where initiated formal lectures 
students and, amongst many other procedures, per- 
formed operation artery which well may have 
been the first its kind. 


Best 


Insidiously, his syphilis attacked his nervous system and 
his heart. One can easily observe the development 
Tabo-Paresis and his attacks coronary spasm, his 
stroke and final coronary thrombosis are clasically de. 
scribed. 


The author has written scholarly, well-researched 
biographical novel. Not general interest, earthy and 
times quite vulgar, but deserving place 
our libraries where may serve not only reference 
for physicians, but also source encouragement 
all interested research. 


O’Brien, M.D., 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Thorin, Duane Ride Panmunjom 
Regnery. Nov. 14,1956. 303p. $4.00. 


Ride Panmunjom much more than novel 
the behavior, attitudes and reactions the American 
the hands the Chinese Communist 
brainwashers. More than account life the 
Korean prison compounds hair raising though this 
coud occasion Ride Panmunjom study 
the American spirit caught the agony the 
attack the mind man. 


The author, Duane Thorin, knows whereof speaks, 
His novel contains the distilled essence 
half years captivity, and its freedom from bitternes 
and/or sensationalism not the least its 
ments. fact, could almost called 
tive novel—a calm evaluation the cowardice and 
the selfishness well the nobility and the grandeur 
ordinary men deliberately tensioned the mental 
breaking point. 


Here the reader will meet Shiller, the crafty operator 
who lives off the gullibility his fellow prisoners. 
almost evil man but not quite. lacks the 
strength truly evil. Seakle represents the fastidi- 
ous whiner, illogical his self seeking. Wendon dis 
covered his dismay that there was such thing 
coilaborating “just little bit.” The Communists 
manded nothing less than your soul—and Wendon 
ended falsely confessing germ warfare. Now 
could not even live with himself, much less with 
his fellows. Kert went half out his mind with pain 
but they could not break him. Wolfe and Ghant 
proved that men did not necessarily have breaking 
point providing they had something sustain them. 


That “something” clearly emerges resistance the 
termined whether not the enemy could break 
“It mattered first that possessed sound code 
moral conduct govern his relations with fellow 
man” invincible man must have faith.” 
Truth stands when man holds it, and then 
helps him stand. Studies “Brainwashing” have 
proved the invaluable weapon defense contained 
cannot become and still remain was such 
simplicity, such unadorned iron, that the unbroken 
minds the resistors was made. 


Ride Panmunjom has much teach all 
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cans about the American spirit. Please God, will 


and 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
rched 
Walker, Augusta The Eating Valley 


Dial. Nov. 21,1956. 214p. $3.00. 


see it, this second book Augusta Walker 
harmless but not pretentious advertised. The 
sory simple. Manuel, young soldier just returned 
the war, finds his home and the little town 
which situated both the same was before 
left and still quite different. He, likewise, both the 
and different. The city seated upon hill, and 
the valley, “the eating valley” the villagers call it, 
encroaches more and more upon until even those 
most used its ways become fearful that destruction 
for all close. The young returned soldier cherishes 
ideas and ideals which are above and beyond those 
most his friends and acquaintances. For very short 
time seems will longer fit into the circle 
broken war. Gradually slips into place, just an- 
piece the fabric the village. Manola, whom 
remembered “someone,” turned out just 
anybody. “There was need have waited long 
just for anybody” was his first mental comment when 
saw her again. had settled for always 
earth live out the life that was required her.” 
One tempted see direct relationship between this 
ettling Manola and the comment the city, “The 
had been doomed before was born fall (the 
Valley) some day.” One often strongly tempted 
like note struck. 


And Manuel and Manola are married, and all things 
ettle down routine. The early days their mar- 
when Manola went down the kilns and waited 
watched for Manuel soon give place long days 
for her and work the kilns for him. The 
both unite and divide: Lorenzo, Manuel’s best 
fiend, both unites and divides. Lorenzo’s refuge the 
dark church tower where sits and broods over the 
But withdrawing himself from life, only 
for himself the reputation being mad. The 
hunchback who “different” stigmatizes him for his 
withdrawal, man should have family and let him- 
elf along naturally the way other people do.” His 
thilosophy is, “you are pipe that things must happen 
through, and you stop them up, they will burst you.” 
But Lorenzo who thinks and likes plan 
says, “he will crazy. better let things 
happen matter what they are.” 


Manuel unfaithful Manola, not body, but 
Miss Linda satisfies for while the urge which 
Manuel constantly has break the shell the usual. 
Try will, there success. 


The Eating Valley not, opinion, great book. 
But does make one think. set particular 
though the mind labels “Italy.” The church, the 
madonna, and talk God—all are it. But there 
project?” they ask. And the answer, “Whichever 
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gives work the people!” not satisfying. There 
heaviness which makes think that this book, like 
Manola, has settled for always earth. The church 
for the people, the madonna statue may well have 
been the image pagan goddess—and God, well 
God there but not very real. 


Sister Mary William, Ph.D., 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Baum, Vicki Written Water 
Doubleday. Nov. 15, 1956. 252p. $3.50. 

This might called the equilateral triangle romance 
with wife equi-distant from husband well from 
suitor. But only for time. Tracey Cowles the 
owner the Orca, good, trim, 70-foot yacht, skip- 
pered Thumbs, mate, electrician, engineer, cook and 
referee Tracey’s frequent tiffs with her husband. 
Tracey has all the oil millions the Cowles, “all the 
looks, the airs, the scandals, the grand manners, the 
whole goddamned background too much money.” 
The reader hastily assents this insight because Tracey 
not long Mazatlan when she wondering just 
she will for excitement. Prince Barany, her 
second husband, little help because “as ill 
ease mountain goat goldfish bowl” when 
Tracey makes excursions like this one and, besides, 
marital bliss was already beginning fizzle out. En- 
thusiasm begins rise for both them when place 
called Conchita the prince, fortified good 
the Orca’s excellent cognac, directs his 
attention the girls the room, and Tracey not 
outdone her stares Glenn Hammers who looks 
her like glorified beachcomber. Who better could 
provide the irresistible urge for adventure than Glenn 
with his “funny-looking white fuzz his tanned face, 
his soiled white linen suit with missing buttons and 
frayed buttonholes? However, Glenn himself dis- 
tracted the dancing lovely Indio-Spanish girl, 
Vida, and only the cash for his next venture, offered 
Tracey, can interest him leaving Conchita and 
piloting Tracey’s the strange Galapagos Islands. 
Glenn confronted with cosmic choice—to accept 
the tempting offer this wealthy play-girl keep 
his eyes fixed Vida. 


Such are the gossamer story, the amorphous characters, 
and the single-minded purposes Tracey, the Prince, 
Glenn and Vida. your cup tea adventure 
this kind, silly romance and novel twistings plot, 
then you may savor this narrative. leaves the reader 
with one admire but only questions ask about 
ourselves and why can find any sustaining interest 


story burdened such addlepated characters and 
such insipid motivation. 


Thomas Wassmer, S.J., Ph.D., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Orr, Myron David Mission Mackinac 
Dodd, Mead. Nov. 301p. $3.50. 


Mission Mackinac throws some light odd facet 
history, Bonaparte’s tentative effort win Canada 
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Dikty Brady Brebner 


for France, and brings the Northwest life with 
fairly good dramatization intrigue and violence. 
is, however, poorly written book marred some glar- 
ing blunders. 


Mr. Orr has introduced two themes, the love affair 
Lt. Gregory Parks the British army and his French- 
Canadian fiancée; and the story intrigue for financial 
and political control Canada the early nineteenth 
century. The theme power introduced first and 
the reader led believe that will developed 
fully the love story unfolds; actually, the romance 
reaches its happy conclusion elopement but 
Canadian politics are left strange snarl the end 
the book. There are many villains left floating 
around, and few heroes, but nothing definite done 
clarify muddled situation. 


Perhaps Mr. Orr could have made his story more com- 
pelling and more complete had given over 
narrative some the pages that devotes the 
prosy meditations his characters; certainly could 
have improved careful checking. has Parks 
doubting page 125 that his superior has been re- 
called England though the superior had already in- 
formed him this fact page 30; uses the expres- 
sion joie vive (sic); writes the word Lieutenant 
the way the English pronounce it, without any clear 
authority that was ever written this way with pro- 
priety. Add that the dialogue fairly rudimentary and 
the final impression that the book naive, though 
fairly interesting. 


William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Dikty, (Editor) 
The Best Science Fiction Stories and Novels: 
1956 
Fell. Nov. 15, 1956. 256p. $3.50. 
(Science-Fiction Book Club Selection— 
November 


This eleventh annual collection science fiction con- 
tains thirteen short stories, essay the science- 
fiction year, and Earl Kemp’s Science-Fiction Book In- 
dex. According the editor the declining trend 
science-fiction through 1955 and early 1956 being 
reversed and, story quality the present book 
any criterion, there reason for the reversal. Among 
tales Sprague Camp, Frank Robinson, Robert 
Black, Mark Clifton and others are psychological-gim- 
mick stories, adventure, humor, and several tours-de- 
force, most them ingeniously and competently done. 
The volume suitable for adults mainly and will ap- 
peal mostly aficionados. 


Brady, Charles 
Bruce. Oct. 25, 1956. 200p. $3.75. 


Though erudite and perceptive novel, Viking Sum- 
mer also possessed some the antic humor 
Milne play, the grim force Graham Greene 
thriller, and the familial charm Coventry Patmore 
poem. probes marriage, Catholicity, Indian folklore, 
Scandinavian sagas and geopolitics, catalogue few 
its many concerns, casually spans year 


Viking Summer 


Best SELLER; 


the life the Desmond family, average American 
Catholic Comedy, fantasy and 
are deftly blended provide compelling tale. 


John Desmond English professor who lives the 
good life with his four young daughters and his under. 
standing wife. His one son appears briefly, for 
duty Korea Army officer. There are 
great strident conflicts this family. But there 
external forces which complicate their lives. 
cient Viking appears their summer cottage Canada 
reclaim his sword which the children have found 
Long-buried Great Bear and his squaw, White 
join this warrior his quest. Meanwhile Russian 
espionage operatives have been lurking nearby 
nap German political scientist who guest the 
Desmonds. How such intricate fantasy and melo 
drama resolved should remain for the reader 
enjoy. 

Mr. Brady contrives have all the disparate element 
his unique narrative assume unity that 
also invests his prose with rhythm—perhaps 
cause poet, too—which mirrors the mood 
each particular episode like the serenity the Desmond 
home life the stark immediacy the Russian 
resorts exotic diction times, forcing the 
normally well-educated reader become acquainted 
with such words swale, for instance. But does 
achieve Viking Summer what has described 
can family’s situation the world today with 
accent American.” 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Brebner, Winston Doubting Thomas 
Rinehart. Nov. 11, 1956. 210p. $3.00. 


This novel about Thomas, official totali- 
tarian government called the Agency. His principal 
duty “interview” people charged with crime, for 
judges and juries are outmoded. simply asks 
series questions, feeds the answers into machine 
person’s guilt innocence and also the precise amount 
punishment meted out. the Agency 
claims that never makes mistake, for everything 
settled with mathematical accuracy. 

Though powerless rebel the ordinary people openly 
show their contempt for Thomas representative 
the government. The only bright feature their drab 
existence the annual Holiday, and the high light 
this event the humorous antics man known 
merely Clown. Thomas Clown. this disguise 
escapes once year from his robot-like duties and 
brings happiness those who hate him. The discovery 
his identity leads many complications his family 
and official life. But the upshot that Thomas 
allowed continue Clown, otherwise the Agency 
will have admit that has made mistake. 


The most obvious, but means the only lesson 
this story, that man spiritual creature, and will 
find ways and means protesting against state that 
treats him machine. The author’s style 
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yivid and lively, and recommend his book most 


ighly. 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Law, Margaret Lathrop 

Presumably based the life Aimée Dubuc 
Rivery, born the island Martinique 1776, the 
section this historical novel concerned with 
the years spent Aimée school girl convent 
France. While the return voyage Martinique 
1790, she was seized Algerian pirates. After first 
being taken Algiers, she was later sent Constanti- 
nople, where she lived from January, 1791, until her 
death December, 1817. During that interval she 
became the favorite Selim and aided him making 
reforms and governing his people. She also served 
the teacher Mahmud, Selim’s young nephew, and 
exerted much influence over Mahmud when 
succeeded Selim Sultan 1808. Much attention 
devoted the bitter struggle and warfare between 
Mahmud and the Janissaries. Although Aimée did not 
return France any time after 1791, she remained 
much interested French affairs, particularly because 
Napoleon’s first wife, Josephine, was her cousin. The 
problems adjusting oriental and Mohammedan 
practices were difficult for Aimée solve. re- 
actions, imagined the author, are presented 
considerable detail, with the result that one learns 
much about life was lived typical harem. 
Never becoming really identified with Mohammedan- 
Aimée died Christian. Discriminating adults 
who like historical novels, will find much this book 
interesting, although perhaps longer than necessary. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Aimée 


Keogh, Theodora Name Rose 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Nov. 223p. $3.50. 


The Rose Theodora Keogh’s novel vague young 
woman with schizo tendencies, who keeps journal 
and goes for great deal soul-searching. And 
with good reason; for, after seven years respectable 
married woman, she finds herself the throes 
sordid affair with the accordionist who lives the 
third floor her Paris flat. ladykiller but 
otherwise ordinary sort and hardly worth the 
heroine’s agonizing and, finally, attempted suicide. But 
was the closest thing hand after she saw the 
bugler the market place. That was the beginning 
the bugler was the two-forked signpost that led the 
schizoid Rose, Rose and the doll, “Soloist and Monster- 
Rose.” this confused, Rose, the author’s 
telling, will the reader. These murky symbols run 
through the book, remaining obscure the end. Noth- 


ever realized, not even the character Rose 


Name Rose arty and pretentious book. 
When think the artistic and deeply satisfying novels 
some our contemporary women writers in- 
send the reader back Elizabeth Bowen 
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Jean Stafford. Life too short spend their 
inferiors. 


Baldrige, Letitia Roman Candle 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 1956. 308p. $3.75. 


Letitia Baldrige was social secretary Clare Booth 
Luce the American Embassy Rome for three 
years. This account her gay, hectic and hard- 
working days and nights Villa Traverna. She loved 
every moment them and whatever virtue the book 
possesses stems from her enthusiasm for high living 
and the diplomatic life; certainly not from any talent 
writer. 

Miss Baldridge calls this story love affair with 
whole country called Italy.” many more articu- 
late writers have carried love affairs with the fair 
lady the Mediterranean that this aspect the book 
negligible. But her experiences the Embassy were 
rather unique and here she her element. you 
can forgive the gushing schoolgirl style and very com- 
monplace turn expression, you will find amusement 
some the incidents recounted and, particularly, 
the intimate view the Boss, whose hasty farewell 
letter her aide, incidentally, the best writing 
the book. 

There nothing modest self- depreciating about the 
author Roman Candle but guess the girl has some- 
thing. least she manages generate excitement 
and gaiety for during our vicarious stay Villa 
Traverna. 

Miriam Quinn, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Clément, Francois The Disobedient Son 
Little, Brown. Oct. 31,1956. 274p. $3.50. 

This book the life story Mexican from boyhood 
death mature age, written “brilliant young 
French novelist” and translated into English for Ameri- 
cans.. The title leads one think that novel 
concerning juvenile delinquency the French level; 
but the title has only very incidental connection with 
the hero. The publishers tried hard stretch this 
book 274 pages. With ordinary print and ordinary 
spacing and utilizing page space like most other books 
this volume would not run nearly 200 pages. 

When consider this brevity and the fact that the 
book covers man’s life during which spent con- 
siderable time four places with new friends and 
enemies each place; and was successively fisherman, 
hotel night clerk, body guard for real estate man who 
did plenty dispossessing; and devoted many years 
his later life being sort sheriff and judge and 
mayor Mexican town; finishing off this life 
being shot after removing his hat because was too 
expensive ruined bullet holes, you can see 
why those who read will running, until, may well 
happen early on, they give the race pointless. 


Kantor, MacKinlay Arouse and Beware 
Coward-McCann. Oct. 12, 1956. 332p. $3.95. 


For those making the acquaintance author Kantor 
through the long-continued success Andersonville, 
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the publishers have re-issued earlier novel set 
approximately the same period and also based some 
extent Confederate prisons. The story line simple: 
two Union prisoners, Prentiss Barstow and Oliver Clark, 
escape from Belle Island prison outside Richmond 
and join forces with Naomi Kincaid who flight 
after having stabbed Confederate officer. They at- 
tempt reach Union lines along the Rapidan River. 
Making their way through unknown country, hiding 
day and traveling night, they are captured 
Home Guards but released because they have killed 
berserk Union trooper who had perpetrated hor- 
rible crime young girl; they are assisted different 
people and finally win through the Rapidan where 
Barstow gives his life that Clark and Naomi may 
complete their escape. sense, this more 
psychological novel, since describes the reactions 
the major characters their new life hunted free- 
dom, their awakening lust for carnal love, humane 
and inhumane actions various kinds. general, the 
story well and authentically done, rather slow-paced 
times, and leaning heavily toward the psychological. 
Morality, which best merely natural level, 
violence, murder and restrainedly described sexuality 
render the book suitable only for adult readers. 


Kantor, MacKinlay Long Remember 


Coward-McCann. Oct. $3.95. 


Also prompted the popularity the author’s recent 
best-selling success, Andersonville, this re-issue 
1934 Literary Guild selection. Herein Mr. Kantor de- 


scribes the impact major battle, that Gettysburg, 
the lives and actions the area’s civilian inhabi- 
tants who are caught its embroilment. Woven into 
the fabric that description tale illicit love 
between man and woman who have not found the 
completion they sought the environment they had 
made for 


Bale returned Gettysburg for the death 
his grandfather late June. had come back from 
the West where had wandered search milieu 
which coul fulfill his ambition write noble 
philosophy life but had found only the grubbing 
toil and violence pioneer life. came back 
land where excessive patriotism was rife. where men 
hated men because the color uniform 
idea. had been sickened the violent horror 
Indian War the West and had decided that cause 
was worth the fatal violence war. So, was looked 
upon with suspicion all save his friends, the doctor 
and the physical weakling who burned soldier, 
Elijah Huddlestone. met Fanning Tyler, boy 
who had never been quite accepted his fellows but 
was now Union captain and querulous hero 
ried beautiful but unfulfilled Irene. 

Skillfully Mr. Kantor draws series vignettes 
Gettysburg and its inhabitants, which are interwoven 
with the story Dan and Irene, powerfully attracted 
each other, uncertain, unhappy, prey temptation. 
examines Dan’s philosophy neutrality; chronicles 
the explosive coming together with Irene. Both know 
that their union shameful, but they persist be- 
cause the only happy fulfillment each has known. 
Then the opposing armies skirmish for position and the 


Kantor Street 


Best 


immediacy battle interferes with their problem 
Scene after scene battle develops about these two, 
culminating Pickett’s charge which Tyler 
wounded while Dan searching for him, the 
battle, tell him about Irene. After killing Con. 
federate soldier, Dan finds Tyler and, instead telling 
the truth, assures him that Irene has been faithful, 
Returning her, Dan finds Irene has resolved 
main with the crippled Tyler and she leaves with the 
backwash the armies. 


powerful and skillfully written drama battle, with 
ordinary love story and indifferent psychological 
analysis thrown in, Long Remember memorable for 
superbly written scenes war. The combination 
horror, rather powerful description lust and its 
and the shallow philosophy motivating the 
characters make suitable only for adult readers. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Street, James Captain Little 
Lippincott. Oct. 31, 1956. 377p. $3.95. 

Portions this novel were published separate epi- 
sodes Colliers before the author’s death 1954, 
These stories formed the major part the present 
novel which was then completed Don Tracy. 
the story semi-commando group the Con- 
federate side the Civil War. Fifteen-year-old product 
military “Little Trowbridge followed 
his father, Major Alexander (Big Ax) Trowbridge 
war only see him die Shiloh. When Northern 
cavairymen killed the Colonel who was escorting Little 
and group teen-agers rear-line depot for 
return their homes, Little took command the 
group and helped cover the Confederate retreat. 
offered his services General Beauregard but the 
General sent him home. Withdrawing into the woods, 
organized his gang ruffians into company 
hard-hitting raiders, the Cradle Company, which dam- 
aged Union supply lines and depots. lieutenant 
had Jim Dixon, semi-sadistic Texan sharpshooter 
whose greatest desire was kill Yankees; and Carl 
Glasser, methodical and competent. 

While harassing the Union forces Mississippi, Little 
met and rescued Eudora Mae Beeler, poor-white 
squatter, whose father and brothers had gone war. 
Unable get his Cradle Company accepted Con- 
federate unit, Little continued his effective raids 
though disowned the regulars bushwhacker. 
When Bragg retreated, the Cradle Company moved 
westward and met Marge Jennings who fell love 
with Jim Dixon but used subterfuge blind her 
father the true facts. Ax, however, fell deeply 
love with Marge. 


raid capture and destroy Union gunboat, the 
Cradle Company’s Indian scout, Sam Weatherby 
venged old wrong killing Confederate minister, 
thus killing Little Ax’s chance having the company 
accepted Nathan Bedford Forrest’s command. 
the same time, discovered Marge’s infidelity. 


Little surrendered General Joseph Johnston who 


placed him under parole return home. the 


back Tulip Bend, Little found Eudora ill 
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fever; and arrived the plantation found his sister 
killed and the slaves fled. all his plans and 
ambitions ruins, Little sank into apathy from 
which Eudora aroused him begin again work the 
plantation. Meanwhile, the Cradle Company had 
gone pieces and was finally released from parole, 
the company rode for Atlanta, forgave Marge and 
wounded Jim; then headed into the battle Chicka- 
maugua where lost leg, but was finally accepted 
Forrest and officially commissioned Captain the 
CSA. course, Eudora was become his wife. 


This rattling good story adventure wartime 
and boy-turning-man fighting for what thought 
was right and proper according his father’s precepts. 
Frequent profanity, the violence some the inci- 
dents and references matters sexual prevent recom- 
mending it, however, for other than mature adult 


readers. 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Stirling, Monica Some Darling Folly 
Coward-McCann. Oct. 31,1956. 222p. $3.50. 

Sophie, married Etienne, wooed Remy, darling 
the French theater. Inexplicably both reader and 
herself, Sophie succumbs Remy, who puzzled 
Sophie’s continuing devotion Etienne. This, that, 
and the other and Sophie dismisses Remy remain 
with her husband, presumably the better wife for the 
This light “study” the relationships and 
cross-relationships arising from the combined game 
claim might made that 
gentle ridicule Remy fundamentally misunder- 
standing the nature his success with woman not 
the type his mistress confers some moral meaning. 
think does not. What this novel says that for 
certain type woman ill-advised love affair may 
well the making more successful marriage than 
otherwise. Though cleverly and neatly constructed, 
Some Darling Folly merits attention from any reader 
because its nonsensical moral thesis and trivial mean- 
ing writing. 

Doris Maguire, 
Manchester, Massachusetts 


Wiseman, Adele 
Viking. Sept. 13,1956. 346p. $3.95. 


The story the daily life eastern European 
family, refugees settled unnamed Cana- 
dian city during these times, The Sacrifice novel 
which the main chartecrs, Abraham, butcher, his 
wife Sarah, their son Isaac, and his wife Ruth, and the 
grandson Moses, work out their destinies within the 
framework Jewish religious observances. story 
love and hope, struggle and despair, and 
almost Biblical patterns. Deftly told, with 
much background lore, warmly human, humorous, 
touching and vital, yet strangely confused times, 
this gripping story people who will thought 
much different from most those who read them. 
There are tragedy and comedy, pathos, cheering hope, 
love, and shuddering climax which 


The Sacrifice 
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Abraham kills his would-be-loved sort semi- 
sacrifice. Much the novel strong meat; yet much 
and well worth reading. The 
novel seems suitable only for mature adult readers. 


Levin, Meyer Compulsion 
Simon Schuster. Oct. 18, 1956. 495p. $5.00. 
Mr. Levin has written somewhat fictionalized novel 
unabashedly based upon the more-than-thirty-year old 
murder Chicago which involved two wealthy and 
precociously brilliant college students who deliberately 
planned and executed the murder boy just ap- 
proaching his teens. The names have been changed 
every instance; but the physical and psychological facts 
and factors are those the once notorious Leopold- 
Loeb case. Identifying himself contemporary col- 
lege student working part time for Chicago news- 
paper—as actually was the time, and also 
eighteen—Mr. Levin reconstructs the crime en- 
visions it, with wealth detail and, likely, some 
added characters and subordinate events; then carries 
the case through the trial proceedings, quoting length 
from Clarence Darrow’s brilliant defense the two 
culprits. 


The case itself sordid one and although Mr. Levin 
restrained one can expect handling material 
this degraded nature, his novel should restricted 
completely mature adult readers. Yet there is, 
underlying the entire restudy this nauseous crime, 
something analytical study what happening 
youth generally thirty years after was front-page 
news across the nation. making his final analysis 
the motivations the criminals, trying explain 
the psychological significance the crime, the author 
comes close making analytical explanation whole 
segment society which striving destroy iden- 
tity with faith, tradition, history adolescent resent- 
ment against what has precociously learned dis- 
trust and even despise. The inability many rec- 
ognize the immaturity pervading skepticism 
reconcile responsibility with floundering fallacies the 
freedom, the insidious poison neo- 
paganism that welling from the quagmires through 
sundered homes and shattered authority seems but 
gigantic enlargement the mental and moral insta- 
bility. even insensibility the two young protagonists 
who are conscious victims antisocial compulsion. 
This novel revealing and absorbing; but, again 
may shocking and disturbing the wrong 
ands. 


Auchincloss, Louis 

The Great World and Timothy Colt 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 285p. $3.75. 
Timothy Colt worked hard become lawyer; 
lucky chance came the attention Henry Knox, 
while tutoring Knox’s daughters, and was taken into 
the great law firm Sheffield, Knox, Stevens Dale, 
which occupied two full floors big “downtown” 
building, and employed some eighty more people. 
His devotion his work and Knox aroused some 
envy, but won recognition. broaden his worth 
the firm, Sheridan Dale got Timmy transferred from 
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contracts estates. His first big job, for George Emlen, 
almost proved disastrous when, after completing 
complicated job well spite violent antipathy 
Emlen, Timmy flared him publicly. Urged 
his devoted wife, Ann, well others the firm, 
Timmy has apologize Emlen. His first com- 
promise embitters him. But the great crisis comes 
when, co-trustee trust fund divided be- 
tween Emlen and his sisters, Colt decides not in- 
form the sisters the real worth the textile shares 
they are entirely willing let George return 
for all the other securities. Accused malfeasance, 
determinedly admits his guilt and almost wrecks 
his career. 

Woven into this story career the complication 
Colt’s break-up with his wife Ann and half-hearted 
affair with Dale’s divorced step-daughter, Eileen. Colt 
is, finally, disillusioned with Eileen and returns re- 
pentant Ann. 

absorbing, adult novel which never descends 
obscenity indecencies detail, The Great World 
and Timothy Colt should establish the reputation 
Auchincloss writer well above the average and 
close the tradition set Marquand. 


Spencer, Elizabeth The Voice the Back Door 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. 19, 1956. 335p. $3.95. 


Recipient citation 1952 from the National Insti- 
tute Arts and Letters for the merits her first two 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 
Peyton Place (IV) Metalious 
Don’t Near the Water (IV) Brinkley July 
The Last Hurrah O’Connor 
Auntie Mame (Ila) Dennis Oct. 15, 
The Tribe That Lost Its Head Nov. 
Certain Smile (IV) Sagan Sept. 
King Paris (IIb) Endore Oct. 
Jericho’s Daughters (IIb) Wellman 
Compulsion (III) Levin Dec. 
The Success (IIb) Howe Nov. 15, ’56 
Loving Couple Rowans Oct. 15, 
Anglo-Saxon Attitudes (IIb) Wilson Dec. 
NON-FICTION 
The Nun’s Story Hulme Sept. 15, 
Profiles rage (1) Kennedy 
Men Match Mountains (1) Stone Nov. 15, 
The Outsider (III) Wilson Oct. 15, 
This Hallowed Ground (1) Catton Nov. 15, 
The Unicorn Other Poems (I) Lindbergh Sept. 
The Heart Has Its Reasons Windsor 
Autumn Across America Teale Nov. 


Note: The title Irving Stone’s book, reviewed the 
November 15th issue, (p. 281), should Men 
Match Mountains. This was intended for inclusion 
the November Ist issue but had held 
Ballantine advises that the Pink, musical based 
Shepher Mead’s The Big Ball Wax ,(cf. 271, 
November issue), which closed Boston has been 
withdrawn until fall 1957 because lack theater 
space New York; not, had heard, because 
urgent need make repairs. 


Spencer Wilson 
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novels, Elizabeth Spencer has, brilliant new novel, 
penetrated with courage into the area race relations 
the South today—an area that off-limits reason 
and mined with prejudice. 


When the sheriff Winfied County, Mississippi, 
the point death, names Duncan Harper suc 
ceed the office until election time. Duncan the 
best-known grocer the county, for was 
American football player the years before the war, 


What not widely known that Duncan also man 
law and justice, man who feels that the Negro 
entitled equal rights. represents the new wom 
Southerner—one who heir all the old attitudes The 
and inbred reactions his people and yet whose con- 
science forbids any further postponement the vexing which 
When white man shot and Negro falsely accused The 
the crime, Duncan forced act. What does partic 
touches off seismic repercussions the fearful com- with 
munity. Miss Spencer’s talent and skill raise the story alittle vag 
far above the conventional. Her taut, well-potted nar. 
rative evokes powerful sense doom—as oppressive Elvira, Hél 
the throbbing heat that serves symbolic back the 
ground for the action. charity 
Miss Spencer has, moreover, intuitive feel for person Lilian Port 
and place. She records her perceptions with superb womer 
accuracy; she can point steadily until the reader, too, 
sees the significance whatever engages her attention. The men 
Her style, rich without being sluggish, alive with chara 


ironic strokes that can raise laugh welt. She also 
has the rare ability bringing character life ina 
sentence two. Her dialogue close spoken speech 
and apparently trivial flow talk can bring the 


not quite 


The centra 


the book 


speakers swiftly emotional cliff’s edge. But 
litle irritat 
The impulses action the book, however, are for 
the most part instinctive. The moral sense the main extenu 
characters largely blunted, for many ways they ment the 
can, for instance, acutely sensitive the injustices 
racial arrogance, yet seems curiously impervious the 
injustice marital infidelity. Here, this 
opinion, lies the major flaw otherwise wonderfully 
gifted writer; here one discovers incompleteness 
vision or, more precisely, partial and, hence, limited 
awareness the terribly destructive power evil. that 
With this reservation mind, therefore, adults will childre 
find The Voice the Back Door excellent novel 
and rewarding insight into the tensions that torment One wonde 
white and Negro the South today. symbolic 
William Walsh, morals, 

Baltimore, Maryland life 

son Rok 

Wilson, Angus Anglo-Saxon Attitudes 
Viking. Oct. 410p. $4.50. solt 
Anglo-Saxon Attitudes reminds this reviewer somewhat 
manners and morality. However, this not the the 
satire Jane Austen, but biting, harsh picture and the 
Angus Wilson’s present-day England. 
There are abundance interesting facets this Anglo-Saxon 
novel. The “Melpham Fraud” theme makes the 
triguing plot. characterizations people from 
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strata English society are excellent—in most 
bitter and sharp although sometimes very 
amusing. 

The academic scenes are progressively good. fact, 
the first scene dealing with history and archaeology 
little “over the head” the average reader 
and portended rather dry book, but this historical 
became increasingly fascinating, and one came 
forward each subsequent meeting the his- 
torians with eagerness. Each male historian drawn 
dearly and carefully, and Dr. Rose Latimer, the bril- 
woman historian, tragic, scintillating portrait. 


The Middleton family well done; but one cannot help 
questioning the existence family, not one member 
which actually sympthetic character from the 
point view their father. 


The author seems approach his women characters 
particularly bitter fashion. The only woman 
treats with kindliness the dipsomaniac Dollie, who 
alittle vague the reader until Part Two the novel 
her characterization. The portraits Inge, 
Elvira, Héléne, and Rose are excellent, but one wonders 
whv the author does not show little understanding 
charity his portrait them. the elderly 
Portway and Madame Houdet, who emerge 
women caught web circumstances, feel his 
sting many scenes. 


The men are portrayed with little less vinegar but 
their characterizations seem suffer and they evolve 
not quite clearly. 


The central character, Gerald Middleton, according 
the book jacket the reader’s sympathy through- 
But this reviewer could not help but become 
litle irritated him. His indecisiveness regarding the 
‘Melpham mystery” understandable view all 
the extenuating circumstances. However, his treat- 
ment the two most important women his life, his 
wife and his mistress, irritating and annoying. Obvi- 
has made them both unhappy his indeci- 
regarding his marriage—his wife, his continued 
and growing distaste for her (her physical bigness 
emphasized throughout the book) and her blundering 
but handling their children—his mis- 
whose companionship wishes, telling her 
that cannot alienate himself from his wife 
and children because “The lesser has sacrificed 
tothe greater.” 


One wonders the inconsistency Gerald’s makeup 
symbolical the author present-day English 
Gerald once repelled his son John’s 
life”; however, sees nothing morally wrong 
his son Robin’s affaire with woman while still mar- 
ted Héléne, his wife. his own case, Gerald 
oppressed more the fact that there 
solution the dilemma having wife and 
the one hand and mistress the other 
that and Robin have committed adultery. 


the whole, this readable book and far the 
and the characterizations are concerned fascinat- 
one. However, one left with the feeling that 
Anglo-Saxon Attitudes true picture present-day 
then present-day England decadent society 
indeed. For not one person the novel shown 
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really fine personality with nobility character, not 
one family portrayed loving integral unit. One 
knows that human nature such that each has 
faults and also that human relationships are such that 
there always some tension and friction. However, 
fitting, believe, for writers emphasize some 
the finer qualities human nature and the noble 
espects family life. 
Elizabeth O’Rourke, 


New Brunswick, New Jersey 


Hagedorn, Hermann 
The Free Citizen: Theodore Roosevelt 
Oct. 30, 1956. 238p. $4.50. 


The Free Citizen consists selections from the writings 
and from stories about Theodore Roosevelt. Sub- 
titled, Summons Service the Democratic 
Ideal,” this compilation apparently intended the 
public-speaker’s handy source book for the 1958 cen- 
tenary celebration Teddy’s birth. The editor, who 
also distinguished poet and scholar, authority 
T.R. and has already published ten books about his 
subject. The one just previous this, The Roosevelt 
Family Sagamore Hill, was well received both 
critics and public. There doubt that this essen- 
tially non-controversial volume will also please. 


Theodore Roosevelt was not great, deep, origi- 
nal thinker. However, his constant rediscovery the 
Ten Commandments and his repetition established 
platitudes struck responsive chord his own time. 
was clever but simple writer; and the lessons can 
studied again our time with great profit. The Free 
Citizen should the shelves every institutional 
library and would excellent assignment for the 
senior high school lower-division college student. 


Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Macmillan. 


Kimbrough, Emily Water, Water Everywhere 
Harper. Nov. 308p. $3.50. 


Miss Kimbrough seems have hit upon ideally 
pleasant career: travel late spring and summer; write 
book about the travels early autumn; lecture about 
the travels late fall and early spring; start out 
another itinerary. Fortunately, she has some congenial 
and footloose, “forty-plus and fancy-free” friends who 
along with her: one take care the planning and 
directing, also supplying the materials for “the shoe-bag 
hour” toward twilight each day; another help hap- 
hazardly interpreter; another take lots and lots 
pictures when the camera working order; all 
contribute share the incidental amusement. This 
time four intrepids sail Greece and the adjacent 
islands, thence some Adriatic cities Yugoslavia, 
and thence England include motorboat trip 
the Thames. The book which results and recounts the 
minor adventures along the sightseers’ rambles will 
the envy every matron similarly forty-plus, fancy 
free, but not financially funded for such delightfully 
independent traipsing. Those who have the where- 
withal and had not been sure the whither this 
year are likely decide, all together, that Greece and 
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the islands must done. 1957 will likely find hun- 
dreds, not thousands more Americans Athens, 
Corinth, Delphi, and cruising among the Greek isles, 
unless the east Mediterranean does not explode more 
violently. Miss Kimbrough should get credit, perhaps 
appreciative award, from the Greek government. 
Her book informative and entertaining for all. 


Goneim, Zacharia The Lost Pyramid 
Rinehart. Nov. 1956. 175p. $3.50. 

This precisely the book that those who know the 
author would expect him produce. straight- 
forward and simple; full his love for the arche- 
ology the Pyramids, and archeology general; 
lucid and interesting. 


After couple chapters general background, the 
author shows the mental processes which worked 
out the area his excavations. Admittedly, luck plays 
part the career the successful archeologist; but 
the intelligent element his work still predominant. 


The author very generous giving tribute the 
experienced foremen, who have learned much from 
working for famous archeologists the past. But his 
was the ultimate brainwork and the decision. 

Step step follow the archeologist his choice 
areas excavation, the resulting finds, and—in 
word—the thrill the chase. footnote, learn 
the difficulties occasioned the press and curious 
world archeologist who wants left alone 
with his work. 

Mr. Goneim congratulated great discoveries, 
and producing most readable, entertaining and 
educational book. The hopeful note with which the 
book closes will be, hope and pray, justified still 
further important discoveries, and new and readable 


books. 
Franklin Ewing, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Bowen, Croswell The Elegant Oakey 
Oxford. Nov. 292p. $5.00. 

New York City has had its share flamboyant mayors. 
Among the chief executives “Baghdad the Hud- 
son” was one Abraham Oakey Hall. Like Jimmy 
Walker the Hall was colorful and enter- 
taining. dressed like Beau Brummel, wrote poetry, 
quoted Shakespeare, and toward the twilight his 
less say, the play was based part Mayor Hall’s 
career. 

Croswell Bowen uses Hall the foundation which 
build story municipal corruption mid-Nine- 
teenth Century New York. Hall served district at- 
torney the New York County from 1855 1858; 
and again from 1862 1868. The trial Mrs. Cun- 
ningham for the murder Doctor Burdell made Hall 
state-wide figure. Tammany, mindful the need 
for respectable front-man, picked the dapper Oakey 
its candidate for Mayor, and mayor Hall served 
through the lush days Bill Tweed, Richard Con- 
nolly, and Peter Sweeney. Exposed the withering 


cartoons Thomas Nast, Tammany was forced 
for its sins. Hall was tried 1872 and acquitted. 
tiger friends were not fortunate. 

later life, Hall was newspaperman the 
the eccentric James Gordon Bennett, Jr.; practiced 
law England and sued James Bryce for libel 
chapter the “Tweed Ring” the first edition 
The American Commonwealth. seems 
followed the pattern certain American mayors. 
loved good clothes, belonged the best clubs, enjoyed 
witty companions. chief executive great city, 
however, was dud. Moreover, with his 
spectacles and clever speech, Hall was front for 
disgraceful bunch thieves ever looted bod 
politic. 

This book worthwhile addition the literature 
“How not act Mayor.” Character portraits 
excellent and Nast’s cartoons are reproduced through 
the book pertinent illustrations. 


Holzman, Robert The Romance Fire 
Harper. Nov. 209p. $7.50. 

The United States has the most 
equipment the world; also has the highest annual 
fire loss. For the first eight months 1956, losse 
totalled $661,085,000.00, increase 9.7 
over the first eight months 1955. Why does pro 
gressive and dollar-conscious nation tolerate such 
staggering waste its Robert Solzman, 
Professor Taxation New York University, and 
fire buff long record, has attempted supply 
the answer this over-size volume. has taken 
much neglected field American social history and 
developed into magnificent pictorial study. 
author has gone back the colonial bucket brigades 
and brings his tale the era the 1500-gallon 
pumper. 

The first firemen were not professional. They wer 
ordinary townsmen who would turn out the clang 
bell the call the town Water would 
passed from well pump the proximity the 
blaze; the chief would toss the water 
the fire. the time the volunteers got organized, 
usually, the fire had such start that their efforts were 
almost useless. Buckets gave way hand pumps and 
leather hose; steam engines and rubberized hose; 
the most modern firefighting equipment. 

The rapid growth American cities and the great New 
York fire 1835 saw some improvements fire service. 
the volunteer saw his service challenged, used 
his well-organized political strength block the 
tion paid fire departments. The Annual Report 
the chief engineer the Cincinnati Fire Department, 
one the earliest the paid departments, said: “Again 
must allude the peaceful quiet disposition the 
(paid) Firemen.” The Civil War saw most the 
great American cities adopt the paid system. 
volunteer soon copied the training methods the pro 
fessionals and today some the crack municipal 
partments are volunteer. Many small town 
better equipment and maintains higher morale than 
some heavily populated cities. 

especially those the horse steamers, are magnificent. 
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Some buffs may feel that few more comments the 
mortorized era would add the body the book. The 
manufacturers motor fire apparatus have co- 
operated nobly, but this reviewer has inklings red- 
sales manager when sees the apparatus name 
page 169. Otherwise the book treat. 


Frank Brown, 
University Scranton 


Williams, Kenneth 
Lincoln Finds General: Vol. 
Macmillan. 1956. 587p. $7.50. 


This the fourth Professor Williams’ projected seven 
military the Civil War. Covering 
the western campaigns from July, 1862, the capture 
Vicksburg just year later, the author maintains 
the same high level scholarship and careful atten- 
tion details which distinguished the earlier volumes. 
The treatment too technical and detailed appeal 
the general reader but these very qualities will make 
valuable the military student and work 
reference. The earlier chapters deal with the cam- 
Buell and Rosecrans Tennessee and Ken- 
tucky but the emphasis Grant’s Vicksburg cam- 
which declared one the most daring 
and brilliant feats military strategy modern times. 


The author’s evident hero worship Grant shows 
severely critical attitude toward military 
whem his hero disliked, Buell, Rose- 
cans and Thomas, and taking issue, unnecessarily, 
with several writers who have suggested that the Gen- 
eal might not entirely perfect. spite such 
defects this valuable and important work 
its limited field and reflects the author’s experience and 
scholar and professional soldier. 
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Wilson, Charles 
Holt, 1956. 285p. $3.75. 


Here happy, human, and interesting report the 
life student, teacher, and administrator. With 
selection and much insight, Dr. Wilson has 
personal experiences starting points for dis- 
some the major problems modern 
American public education. There are panaceas 
But there are explanations current difficul- 
and some their causes, with suggestions for some 
The style light but sure and presents 
dear pictures the American school. 


Unlike many popular critics, the author has had day 
contact with the school for years. After student 
teacher. There followed year’s experience 
exchange teacher England, military service, 
study Education, and experience super- 
high schools. All these were part his 
for the position superintendent schools. 


hdividual chapters take such matters homo- 
grouping, marking, teacher education and train- 
modern mass education, experimentalism, and 
education. All are viewed with the patient 
wise and experienced man, one who 
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admittedly imperfect. Even disagreeing with the 
most vociferous modern critics, consistently calm, 
urbane, and good-humoured. 


After pointing out that few seem understand the 
unique American school system, writes, “On the 
whole think it’s rather simple: We’ve never faced 
what democratic education is, what costs, and 
whether possible make work.” (p. 230) 


This certainly most welcome book. should 
read with real enjoyment all teachers. could 
read with great profit, especially the self-appointed 
experts who are the current critics American Edu- 


cation. 
John Ellis Bourne, 
University Scranton 


Van Every, Dale Men the Western Waters 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 244p. $3.75. 

The transition from chaotic democracy representative 
government brief description America’s frontier 
history from 1781 1794. The details this transi- 
tion are the subject Mr. Van Every’s excellent essay. 


This not dull and stylistic history but readable 
and scholarly compilation obscure facts accompanied 
thorough understanding their place the 
stream our constitutional development. All phases 
our frontier history are given proper perspective: 
the trials individuals and groups crossing the Appa- 
lachians struggle against the elements, the environ- 
ment, the Indians, the French, the British, the Spanish, 
and themselves; the diplomatic intrigues and power 
politics which involved England, France, Spain, indi- 
vidual and original states, the American Government, 
and separtist governments; the political struggle over- 
come the lawlessness and savagery early settlements; 
the trickery and treason and greed which served 
accelerate vigor our national government fought 
survive authority; and, most important all, the 
intimate story individuals who conquered who 
were conquered the frontier life. 


The lively text accompanied pictures and maps 
which are excellent taste. The bibliography should 
serve perfect guide the initiated and adequate 
reminder those who have studied this phase our 
history which ignored most surveys American 
History and Political Science. 


Van Every obviously student the school Frede- 
rick Jackson Turner but his approach original and 
most refreshing. When says, his foreword: “This 
not history written for historians,” underrating 
the appeal which Men the Western Waters will have 
classrooms, seminars and lectures. Librarians should 
heed this praise whether they cater high school, col- 
legiate, graduate students, general readers. 
Francis Gannon, Ph.D., 
Assistant Professor History, 
University Scranton 


Waugh, Edgar Second Consul 
Bobbs-Merrill. Oct. 15, 1956. 244p. $3.75. 


approach any problem, which involves con- 
stitutional principle, sound scholarship precludes the 
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injection partisanship and personalities. Professor 
Waugh concerned with the office the vice-presi- 
dency the United States. believes that the Con- 
stitution the does not present adequate safe- 
guards guarantee top-flight replacement for 
ailing dead president. Unfortunately the triple- 
headed spectre thrombosis, and Richard 
Nixon flits from page page while Professor Waugh’s 
partianship destroys any real scholarly value which 
such study may have had. Furthermore, Professor 
Waugh overlooks the basic problem completely (i.e., 
the totality executive power should reduced to, 
not divided, within the executive The 
return powers the Congress and the States might 
very easily eliminate Professor Waugh’s present worries. 


Govan, Gilbert and James Livingood 
Different Valor: The Story General 

Joseph Johnston, C.S.A. 
Bobbs-Merrill. Oct. 1956. 399p. $6.00. 
1955 Clifford Dowdey published his “apologia” for 
the Confederate Cause volume entitled The Land 
They Fought For. Mr. Dowdey did not have much 
praise for the subject this biography and summarized 
the popular concept Old Joe, General Joseph Eggles- 
ton Johnston, with the sobriquet, “retreatin’ Joe.” 
cumstances, least the surface, seem justify this 
slur Johnston’s reputation and the authors the 
volume hand have set themselves the task vindi- 
cating Johnston striking abilities both defensive and 
offensive campaigns, although his offensive warfare was 
somewhat rare occurrence. They have succeeded 
stressing the obvious parallel with the tactics Gen- 
eral Lee, who actually, except for his two thrusts into 
Northern territory and essayed the role the 
pursued, much the manner the “gray fox.” 
any serious student military strategy, almost im- 
possible conceive any other modus operandi for 
Johnston, either the peninsular campaign (1862) 
the Atlanta campaign (1864) when the god war 
pitted him against Sherman, always remembered 
“marching through Georgia” but not too well remem- 

bered having taken long, long time and 

having taken, the only pitched battle Kenesaw 
mountain, drubbing from Johnston. 


But the main tone this well-written, documented and 
note-copious book the story the clash person- 
alities, the tale twice-told the enmity between Johns- 
ton and his chief, Jefferson Davis. Here the authors 
stand four-square with Dowdey deprecating the ego- 
ism Davis and his continued insistence that 
“would run the war both from civilian and military 
standpoint.” noted many passages, these two 
men held opposing strategic views, were temperament- 
ally incompatible; and these alien dispositions one 
can hear the flutter petticoats the executive man- 
sion Richmond Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Johnston 
scurry the attack defense their men. 


This reviewer feels, however, that Different Valor 
will not stop even slacken the “feudin’ and the 
between the clans whose members the 
Davis side the controversy not too long ago dedi- 
cated with solemn ceremonies the prison cell the 
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former President the Confederacy Fort 
(Virginia); nor will the admirers General John Hoo 
from Texas enjoy the well authenticated account 
the latter’s intriguing with Davis supplant “Old Joe’ 
before Atlanta. But for the faithful the “Johnsto 
persuasion” these pages will supplement and 
long-needed decisive and definitive biography 
southern general who, second only the 
“Marse Robert” embodied his manners, morals, 
dignity the courtly and knightly character “th: 
gentleman.” 
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O’Neill, Charles 

Wild Train: The Story the Andrews 
Random House. Nov. 26, 1956. 482p. $6.00. 
For anyone who saw Walt Disney’s motion picture 
this astounding episode the Civil War, this volum 
Mr. O’Neill will fill the lacunae. For the 
disciples any story the “war between the 
will serve interesting reading for long winte 
evening when the appalls with its monotony. 
that minute account those recklessly brave 
who were trying cut the jugular vein the 
federacy between Atlanta and Chattanooga 
will popular reading the market place may 
doubtful. 


Wild Train is, nevertheless, exciting 
pioneer war rail, persistence against fantasti 
odds, and wartime secret service mission directed 
critical objective. This accurate and com 
piete account the original raid and chase 
found one place. The book compilation 
original sources with pertinent historical comments 
side remarks the compiler, Mr. O’Neill. The 
letting the characters speak for themselves will likely 
tedious reading for those accustomed racy 
rative and succinct word-pictures events; the slow 
pace could kill sustained interest. But the death-edged 
suspense Mr. Andrews’ (man about town, 
runner, spy, saboteur) desperately deliberate 
which frustrated Mr. Fuller, the dedicated 
ductor “The General” here for 
enough follow the leads Mr. O’Neill gives. 
are many illustrations. 
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Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Iverson, Willa Okker 
The Strange Case Constance 
Putnam. Nov. 15, 1956. 382p. $5.00. 


James Flood San Francisco, very wealthy 
died 1926 and left his estate his wife and 
children. Shortly after woman named 
Gavin came the scene and claimed his 
his first wife. The whole story told very interes 
ingly with great emphasis upon the court proceeding 
Actually they read like Perry Mason come life—with 
stern judge, surprise witnesses, tripping 
nesses—in fact one clearly perjures himself. There 
even the daily summing with only Perry and 
secretary missing. 
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The author was reporter the case and showed 
plenty enterprise and resourcefulness seeing wit- 
nesses court, interviewing the jurors after the 
trial, getting hold material not admitted evidence, 
besides following the reactions one and all during 
the actual court-case. very surprising move, the 
end the case, the judge told the jury decide 
against Constance, although they were her 
This led much civic turmoil, because public 
was heavily her favor. com- 
mittee was formed get justice for Constance. 
matter fact, after all the evidence weighed, 
gems evident that Constance was daughter, perhaps 
illegitimate, Flood, rejected after Flood married 
This entitled her share the estate. 


The whole situation was finally settled out court 
for $1,025,000 Constance died 1951 and her 
mother, who had done everything have her penni- 
brought suit against Constance’s will (which ex- 
excluded her) and succeeded getting $78,000. 


very possible that this book will become best 

accordingly think that there should 
explanation from Catholic source many the 

angles this case: the baptismal records, the spiritual 
marriage which Father Maraschi alleged have ad- 
fact, the general impression left with the 
that the Church authorities co-operated with 
casting off his daughter. 


James Ball, S.J., 
Buffalo, New York 


Hughes, Langston Wonder Wander 
Nov. 405p. $6.00. 
langston Hughes this book covers his travels from 
the production film “Black and White” which 
was dramatize the race relations “sympathetically.” 
The picture never was made. Why? Some the 
who had come claimed “the Soviet be- 
the Negro race.” Hughes maintained that 
the end “all would have been ashamed it.” 
asked for visa proceed south the Samarkand. 
The USSR hesitated grant his request, and informed 
him that the “Soviet patterns were not yet firmly fixed.” 
but managed go. then spent the following 
beside the Kremlin whence proceeded 
China and Japan. went Spain during the Civil 
War and returned home via Havre and New York. 


most interesting book, beautifully written, and 


interest. There are times when the author sees 
red issue with colored glasses, yet delineates 
the things which saw, and the problems 
he, member minority group, faces the 
world over. ends justly states “Anybody 
lable fall off tightrope any land, and God help 
you fall the wrong way.” dignity, personal 
vamth and lucidity poet Langston Hughes relates his 
three continents. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
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Bigland, Eileen 
Passion for Excitement. (The Life and Per- 
sonality the Incredible Lord Byron) 
Coward-McCann. Oct. 25, 1956. 317p. $5.00. 


Byron the poet merits remembrance; but, man, 
because the terrible failure made his life, 
rather deserves charitable oblivion. This biography 
adds nothing our understanding his poetry, and 
but facile rehearsal, with some clap-trap from 
modern psychiatry and appalling absence moral 
delicacy, his record shameless sinner. 


His poetry monument the prison that sin 
builds for human soul, and stirs profound pity 
the reader that any human being, even weepingly 
bitterly, should have isolated himself. But from 
reading presentation his deeds such this, 
wholesome mind can only feel disgust. Such book 
travelogue through the capital sins and tired 
history scandal made newly alive the sentimental 
svmpathy the author. Such attitude toward the 
sinner not wholesome. Such treatment the sins 
abominable. The only purpose such book can 
serve mercenary best, and worst flattering 
debased curiosity its buyers readers. 


Vanderbilt, Cornelius Queen the Golden Age 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. 17,1956. $4.75. 


This is, first all, memoir his mother devoted 
son. Grace Wilson Vanderbilt was public and inter- 
national figure who was not kindly treated either 
her relatives marriage, the press exploiting her 
eminence. She bridged, her fifty years social 
reign, period great changes. The shift values 
and ideals and fashions from the 1890’s the 1950’s 
especially affected the American view wealth, its 
possession and use. From the age butterflies might 
said that have reached period preference for 
the silk worm.. Social responsibility from great wealth 
today rather hidden working than gorgeous dis- 
play. And yet, with the change, the new society seems 
have become frenetic, even hysterical, set inter- 
nationals with few personal morals and little sense 
shame. 


Mr. Vanderbilt presents his mother woman 
high integrity. reflection the limitations 
her ideals apologia for the way life she repre- 
sented, simply sets down enormous amount 
detail from her performance the queen American 
Society her day. quotes the judgment one 
her successors: 
“Your Mother succeeded, against the heaviest odds, be- 
coming the person she most wanted be. Her life was 
dedicated being the top-flight hostess her era. she 
trampled few people attaining her goal, was more 
than any other entirely successful person does, and from 
point view, the result was worth it.” (p. 310) 
There comparable record this, similar figures 
other societies, Greek, Roman, Venetian, 18th cen- 
tury English, which were efflorescences great 
and sudden wealth. American wealth seems rather 
have expressed its vigor collecting than creating. 


LeMoyne College, 
Syracuse, New York 
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Heinkel, Ernst Stormy Life 
Dutton. Nov. 14, 1956. 256p. $5.00. 

This autobiography the great German airplane de- 
signer stimulating rather than revealing. tells 
little his personal life, little his personal beliefs; 
and sets forth the same breezy indifference National 
Socialism that many lesser Germans have professed, 
the annoyance their conquerors. The book has 
gone through many hands: Jiirgen Thorwald listed 
the editor and two other men are credited with hav- 
ing assisted the translation; but the rapid movement 
the story, which gained only the price shal- 
and the occasional conventionalities ex- 
pression must due Mr. Heinkel himself. 


Though this narrative lacks fullness and depth can- 
not help being interesting. Mr. Heinkel was in- 
tegral part the development aviation 
infancy its jet-age maturity. always pleasantly 
astonishing reflect the growth the science 
flight. and Mr. Heinkel was deeply involved that 
erowth. His story has revelations, too. Mr. 
Heinkel did not bother weigh the Nazis morally, 
did measure them the yardstick efficiency and 
found them bunglers; thinks the war might have 
been entirely different sort thing the Nazi 
bureaucracy had not insisted streamlining its effort 
concentrating dive bombers and one quickly 
obsolescent fighter.. Given freedom, sure that 
could have had German jet planes the front when 
Germany was still defensible; but thinks the whole 
issue was settled and Germany doomed with the de- 
terioration the air force early 1941. 


William Hill, S.J., 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Mitgang, Herbert (Editor) 
Lincoln They Saw Him 
Rinehart. Nov. 519p. $6.00. 


Lincoln They Saw Him has performed valuable 
service for historians and students Lincolniana. His- 
tory can written the basis several sources. The 
different approaches Samuel Flagg Bemis and 
Bailey the Diplomatic History the 
United States case point. Mr. Mitgang has 
essayed difficult task, that writing life Lincoln 
using his sources reports and articles about Lincoln 
about one hundred contemporary newspapers and 
publications from here and abroad. has divided 
his book into ten chapters covering the years 1832 
1865, from the time Lincoln was first candidate for 
the General Assembly Illinois till his assassination. 


page 413 Mr. Mitgang quotes from editorial 
the Chicago Tribune September 28, 1864, which, 
while sad commentary the events, the press and 
news reporting that day, also underlines the prob- 
lems anyone who attempts edit book such 
this: “For hundred years come historians will 
engaged placing their true light the events which 
are now transpiring.” 

Much credit must Mr. Mitgang and the result 
his work revealing picture the President before, 
during, and after the Civil War. Opinions and atti- 
tudes, voiced the contemporary press, the “opinion 


makers,” shows Lincoln the one hand 
assassin, murderer women and babies, savage, 
The Tri-Weekly Telegraph Houston said his 
assassination: “From now till God’s judgment day, th: 
minds men will not cease thrill the 
the other hand, Lincoln was millions “the man 
our choice,” “the Great Emancipator,” “our noble 
beloved President.” 

Mr. Mitgang has given here excellent study 
the power and use the press days when com. 
munication was slow and the local newspaper 
formidable hand shaping and confirming the idea 
and opinions its readers. 


The book long, some the excerpts are tedious read. 
ing; the general reading public may receive with 
mixed reactions. The student history and the 
tellectually curious will welcome it. were 
ian, buy it. 

Fr. Peter Damian Holzer, O.F.M., Ph.D,, 

Quincy College, 

Quincy, Illinois 


Frankenberg, Lloyd Invitation 
Doubleday. Nov. 414p. $6.75. 


Lloyd Frankenberg hopes revive the popular tast: 
for poetry. His bait selection poems from Skelton 
Dylan Thomas, chosen not represent 
periods, schools, “the best,” but simply what 
likes. They are set mixed chronology (“to break 
down the distinction between ‘modern’ and ‘traditional’ 
poetry”) and attempt avoid preconceived notions 
and conventional categories. Instead the 
“the motion the mind thinking about 
“the action taste discovering itself.” 


brief editorial introduction followed two groups 
poems concerned respectively with the nature 
poetry and poets. The next ten parts observe the 
poet work: with story, emotion, sensation, ideas 
and the general symbolizing human life. 
major sections have within them “clusters 


tion” which revert the basic thesis that poetry 


personal discovery, and they also utilize freely 
overlapping divisions: ballads, songs, lyrics, orchestral 
poems, and poems anger, sadness, and didacticism. 
thus once flouting and using traditional 
Frankenberg risks confusion and sacrifices consistency, 
but gains freshness. least the reader 
with wide, varied, and penetrating poetic 


Much this profit comes from the notes that link the 
poems. These are designed provoke thought rather 
than instruct and, initially, are largely 
later the questions are replaced analysis and 
sertion. Always the critical presentation seeks value 
judgments; for Frankenberg concerned with the whole 
aesthetic experience, which poetry phase, 
than with knowing merely what the poet said. 
book has companion recording, issued Columbia, 
the editor reading selections from each section 
his book together with commentary. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 
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Challenge the Andes 
Nov. 204p. $4.50. 


This book has special interest for mountain climbers. 
Hillary, one the climbers Mt. Everest, 
youches tor this the foreword. Has interest for 
the non-mountain climber? second Annapurna? 
has interest for the casual reader but not 
Annapurna. 


book tells the conquest Mount Huanstan, 
foor peak near Lima, Peru. The account not 


and picks much interest from supple- 


mentary items—the encounters with the customs 


the country; the recruiting the porters; the 


met climing the Alps. There are about 


spectacular photos and special small chapter for 


book suffers trom not having the special interest 


the challenge Mt. Everest; but especially from not 
having the fine writing Annapurna. The author tries 
times imitate Herzog but general the emotional 

The translated from the Dutch James 
ings and “vetting the 


James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 


Dupuy, Ernest R., Colonel 
The Compact History the United States Army 
Hawthorn Books. Nov. 300p. $4.95. 


This soldier’s survey the American Army. 
book which covers strategy, tractics, battles; 
tells the people who make the Army, the 
wives, children, and the soldiers themselves. The 


tells what the Army did these people, and what 


the people did the Army. Interspersed throughout 
the book are the customs and traditions the Army, 
how they originated and what they mean. There are 
many passages that will strike chord nostalgia for 


who have been members this great fraternity 


‘the Army.” soldier, e.g., would deny this: 


“Evening parade was the highlight daily garrison life. 
troops formed, the edges the parade ground sprouted little 
groups femininity along with the children, chattering 
clumps, upon which, the line stiffened and the sunset gun 

med, silence fell. Down came the colors slowly the 
strains the National Anthem while all faces turned the 
tall flagstaff, the tots emulating their elders with hand salute. 
the cynical sentimentalist, the soldier, this simple poignant 
ceremony, always catching, was and still something 
never forgotten.” 


This book recommended without reservation to: 


The young men and women about enter the 
Amy. will give them insight into organization 
for over one hundred and fifty years has with- 
make them more proud than ever becoming 

All prior servicemen. difficult believe that 
the many long months service, whether 
WWII, the Korean action, that the service- 
doesn’t have some definite feeling for the Army 
way the other. his experiences were un- 
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pleasant, perhaps will better understand why things 
happened they did and will more charitable 
his outlook toward the Army. If, the other hand, 
has pleasant memories his service, this book will 
further instill him pride having belonged. 


All other Americans who have wondered about the 
Army, what is, what makes tick, and what Army 
life must like. The Army does live and does have 
soul, the name ordinarily given this soul esprit 
corps—group pride. The Army today—Regular, 
National Guard, and Reserve, your Army; here 
your chance learn something about it. 


Wesley Keyson, 

Lt. Col. Artillery, 

Professor Military Science 
and Tactics, 

University Scranton 


Kronenberger, Louis 
The Best Plays 1955-1956 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 472p. $5.00. 


Burns Mantle introduced the Best Plays yearbook 
1919 and since that time the series has become some- 
thing literary habit for thousands readers. The 
1955-1956 volume, (edited Louis Kronenberger and 
richly illustrated with photographs and Herschfeld 
drawings), cut above most its predecessors, for 
the simple reason that the past Broadway season was 
the most brilliant and exciting years. usual, the 
book contains résumé the theatrical season New 
York, Chicago, California, London, and Paris; list 
New York productions during the year; and excerpts 
and summaries the ten plays the editor considered 
the New York season’s best. 


View from the Bridge, Tiger the Gates, The Lark, 
and The Diary Anne Frank, fall into the category 
serious drama. The first three have moments power 
and beauty but The Diary has everything—tenderness, 
tragedy, and brooding loveliness. One has only read 
few scenes understand why the play won both the 
Critics Circle Award and the Pulitzer prize. Time 
for Sergeants, Chalk Garden, The Matchmaker, and 
The Ponder Heart present varied and tempting choice 
comedy, yet the average reader will by-pass them 
until has taken look the record-breaking 
Fair Lady. After one look, however brief, will 
determine see the enchanting musical production 
and that, ticket shortages being what they are, will take 
more than little bit luck! this point Mr. 
Kronenberger batted thousand his selection 
plays but, this reviewer’s opinion, struck out with 
the inclusion Waiting for Godot. 


Sister Gregory, O.P., 


Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 


Further Fables for Our Time 
Oct. 31, 1956. 174p. $3.50. 
These artfully amusing fables, each with pungent 
moral, make extraordinary good sense and give added 
weight the suspicion that Mr. Thurber one 
America’s most skillful writers prose many forms. 


Thurber, James 
Simon Schuster. 
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through the past decade and makes funny, but sen- 
sible collection that will amuse many times more than 
the first time through it. The title borrowed from 
1951 cartoon oil refinery somewhere the Middle 
East and intended rather catch the eye than 
indicative the nature the contents, unless may 
also inquire our laughter should gurgle. Dunn’s 
humor another argument support the thesis that 
the best comedy based wit, or, you wish, in- 
telligent observation world often witless. 


Hahn, Emily and Eric Hatch 
Watts. Nov. 15,1956. 175p. $2.98. 
Spousery word coined and copyrighted the 
authors this start-from-either-end volume indicate 
that wife has achieved suitable adjustment the 
eccentricities husband and vice-versa. The book 
itself vice-versa. Eric Hatch has pages advising 
“Her.” The reader then reverses the siamese-twin 
book and begins Emily Hahn’s pages advice for 
“Him.” contributes appropriate and sometimes 
indelicate illustrations. Both writers struggle 
witty and facetious their analysis the marital 
problems which, their opinion, are encountered large- 
boudoir and bar. opinion their efforts 
blase are indeed feeble. Sophisticated (you know 
what that means) adults may find this titter-twaddle. 
Otherwise, why bother? 


Spousery 


Lenore Philbin, 
Archbald, Pennsylvania 
Smith, Allen Write Poem, Baby 
Little, Brown. Nov. 142p. $2.95. 


The literary efforts the pinafore set the hunting 
ground for collector Smith this time, and much 
funny nostalgic sort way. Youngsters from five 
twelve, boys well who take pen hand 
response some inward creative urge come with 
some zany stuff when viewed from the eminence 
fifty so. But whether much uproarious 
Mr. Smith seems think will matter 
debate. Some the result such stimuli 
reported one young man quoted 135: 
Dear Mom: 
not write letter home today 
can not have any lunch— 
Very Truly Yours 
Don 


314 Dunn Hahn Smith Berenstain Arno Timmermans Best 
Oursler Miller Snell Peale Posselt 
Orient 
liked all them; but the one that most tickled Stanley and Janice Baby Makes buy git 
one the shortest and concerns indulgent god- Macmillan. Nov. 140p. $2.95. how, one 
father who promised his godchild “any three things The Berenstains have collaborated some iamily 
your heart desires” only told the moppet because accurately observed, cartoons 
want break your glasses and spit your shoes..” human the whooping and whirling age, which Sheph 
warn the families and friends those who say pre-school and just in-school. Their dozen Year 
copy that they are sure have these fables read the care and maintenance moppets the the 
them. Come think that not much warn- illustrated not only their drawings but marvelous 
the advice young parents who are bringing home hope 
Oct. 16, 1956. second child, make the family four instead Mil 
sense based experience: Bridging the Gap, seems 


Eating Out, (one hint: take the edge off the Willian 
appetite before taking him restaurant); the interwe 
way interpret scribblings and scrawlings and acc 
and drawing kids; administration apropros 
tots; answering the question barrage; housekeeping fonda 
unpredictable small tornadoes underfoot tal 
writing and reading for young’uns; moppet the 
parent diplomacy settling inter-sibling strife. 
good and amusing and recommend mate 
young marrieds the first year lustrum 
ife. 


Arno, Peter Hell Way Run 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 19, 1956. 129p. $3.95. 


Peter Arno’s cartoons are, they say, 
but they are also devastating satire against those 
are like called “sophisticated.” This gen 
erous collection some the funniest, with fer 
which are pawky spirit, plain 
commuter the cafe-car who denounces the 
served the one who has been chosen give the 
lection its corporate title. But the low-lifes high 
life are given thoroughly good-humored 
whacking. Just sure that the one you send 
will not resent the ribaldry shocked, case you 


WITH CHRISTMAS THEME 


Timmermans, Felix Christmas Triptych 
McKay. Nov. 46p. $1.00. 

Oursler, Fulton String Blue Beads 
Doubleday. Nov. 1956. $1.50. 

Miller, Helen Topping Christmas for 
Longmans, Green. Sept. 19, 1956. 92p. $2.50. 

Snell, Ada (Editor) 

The First Noel: Animal Songs for The 
Bookman Associates. Oct. 46p. $2.50. 
Peale, Norman Vincent The Coming the Bast 
Prentice-Hall. Oct. 13, 1956. $2.00. 
Posselt, Eric (Editor) 

Prentice-Hall. Oct. 1956. 180p. $2.95. 


Triptych, three short effective and 
about three nondescripts mid-European village- den Gre 
about together Christmas Eve the “three 
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Orient” collecting food and pennies from farmers, 
buy gin and eat their bellies round. The first tells 
one Christmas Eve, they got lost and found poor 
whom they gave all they had gotten, con- 
inced was the Holy Family. The second tells 


Shepherd who, the following Christmas Eve, after 


prayer and penance, was welcomed home. 


the third brings the other two each their own 
redemption. would delight any reader. 


Oursler’s slim tale, reminiscent Henry, 
Reisie Lonette; lonely war veteran 


hope for love through string blue 
Helen Miller’s story Christmas the White House 
the Civil War leans little too much history 


seems determined show Lincoln lore telling 


how Tad Lincoln got what wanted for Christmas, 


goat The Coming the King illustrated 
Moyers and tells the story the Nativity 
interweaving somewhat colloquial narrative with the 
The Animal Songs the Nativity 


Ada Snell and illustrated Sybil Clark 


fonda are number and rely the legends that the 


talked Christmas Day and all came wor- 
ship the new-born Infant who Creator the world. 
appeal mostly children and should provide 


material answer the plea: “Read story!” 


The collection put together Eric Posselt gathers off- 
Christmas stories, most them intended 
the usual treacly tales, Damon Runyon, 
Sullivan, Robert Benchley, Leonard Ross, 
Stephen Leacock, Max Beerbohn, among others. Was 
itnot Ronald Knox who, replying lady’s complaint 
that Christmas was hateful because turned every- 
thing topsy-turvy, pointed out that upside-downness 


the very spirit Christmas which celebrates 


God becoming man-child? One doubts Knox 


this kind upset; but there fun had; 
there are cartoons, too, which are NOT illustra- 
the prose. 


POCKET PRINT AND REPRINT 


Ballantine, the following were received: Turn the 
Tigers Loose Col. Walt Lasley, first novel which 
telling the story unsung heroes who 
few B-29s the larkness over Korea, (#173, $0.35; 
McDonald 72-years-old and this his first 
novel, good one about Alaska, called Fish the Strong 
Waters, (#175, $0.35; Hascal Giles’ Kansas 
Trail (#176, $0.35; better-than-average Western 


too blatant amusing, (#178, $0.35; 
Theodore Sturgeon’s Pluribus Unicorn (#179, $0.35; 


la) contains weird and sometimes horrifying short 


not recommended for bedtime Wil- 
lam Bast writes biography the lateJames Dean, 
$0.35; which sure sell widely the 
necrophilic enthusiasts for this strangely tal- 
and erratic actor; not deeply revealing, will 
much the growing legend. 


The half-dozen from Dell include: Peter Hardin’s The 
Hidden Grave, (#922, $0.25; IIb), involved and 
immoral mystery which loses force being 
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mander, (#923, $0.25; puts Army Lieutenant 
head band Chiricahua Indian scouts fight off 
baddies, Indians and whites Wayne Overholser’s 
Cast Long Shadow, (#924, $0.25; I), concerns dis- 
pute over the old southwest; slow-moving and 
mild Anne Chamberlain’s The Tall Dark Man, 
(#925, $0.25; the suspense story reviewed here 
April 1955 Luke Short’s The Branded Man, 
(A-122, $0.25; I), has the innocent-but-outlawed hero 
prove himself, win the gal This Little Lulu 
(A-125, $0.25; collection Marge’s cartoons 
about the girl who now sells tissues. 


From Pocketbock are Clay Fisher’s The Big Pasture, 
(#1137, $0.25; hard-written story struggle 
recoup and revenge losses Nicholas Monsarrat’s 
tale intrigue theCote D’azur Castle Garac, re- 
viewed here Nov. 1955 (#1139, $0.25; IIa) Wil- 
Pearson’s Hunt the Man Down, (#1141, $0.25; 
all about murder for insurance with blonde bride 
suspect Marian Castle’s romantic novel, Roxana, 
rated here Oct. 15, 1955 (C-227, $0.35; Hamil- 
ton Basso’s View from Pompey’s Head, (C-229, $0.35; 
IIb), for which see Best Sellers, Nov. Dale 
Carnegie’s advice Public Speaking, which might 
well recommended text for adult-education 
courses, (C-237, $0.35; Baby’s First Year 
the popular Doctor Beniamin Spock, with Doctor John 
Reinhart, with photos Wayne Miller better than 
the text, (GC-33, $0.50; I). 


Permabook’s batch include McBain’s The Pusher, 
(#3062, $0.25: IIb), sordid murder tale about dope 
peddler solved police Lincoln Drew’s Die the 
Saddie, (#3063, $0.25; western bang-bang that 
Flight from Natchez, treated here Aug. 15, 1955, (4064, 
$0.35; Gill Fox’s cartoons about miniature 
rascal often funny his coeval counterpart, Dennis, 
but named Wilbert, (#3065, and another 
Cross Word Book, compiled Alexander Field, 
(M-3057, $0.25; I). 


Add two new titles the Pocket Library, both excel- 
lent buys: Irish Stories and Tales, edited Devin 
Garrity, (PL-48, $0.35; and Blackmore’s 
classic Lorna Doone, (PL-508, $0.50; I). 


are two each from Signet and Mentor: James 
Farrell’s French Girls Are Vicious, not tough its 
title, indicated here Jan. 1956, (S-1349, $0.25; 
and Vern Sneider’s amusing Teahouse the 
August Moon, timed for release film version, 
(S-1348, $0.35; Crane Brinton’s The Shaping 
the Modern Mind the concluding half his big 
history philosophy Ideas and Men, taking from 
the Reformation and coming the present; stimulating 
and erudite seems somewhat slanted times and 
for the more advanced reader, (MD-173, $0.50; IIa) 
New World Writing: 10th selection, (MD-183, 
$0.35; samples recent fiction, drama, poetry and 
criticism knowns and unknowns; includes also some 
drawings Abraham Rattner. 


The Modern Library Paperback editions are consider- 
ably above the class the foregoing, content and 
printing and binding. Tomlinson’s The Sea and 
the Jungle delightful for its luminous prose rather 
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than novel, (MLPB-20, $0.95; Bennett Cerf Penguin Book Spanish Verse edited 
has edited Famous Ghost Stories, fifteen classical but who supplies knowledgeable introduction, 
not too well known chillers, with codicil short ... John Curtis has made selection 
modern tales, (MLPB-21, $0.95; William Sty- Tales contributes worth-reading 
ron’s The Long March spare lean novel forced (1109, Cohen’s History Wester 
march the Carolinas marine battalion train- (A-371, $0.85; restricts its scope 
ing was originally published 1952, (MLPB-22, European authors from the 
read sandwich-like between reading the author’s table dates and index, this 


Preface Written Twenty Years After the Novel and text for survey classes and for general reading. 

re-reading the same preface. more Evergreen series, from Grove Press, offer Rober 

criticism than novel; but stimulating, “hypno-analysis criminal psychopath” 

$0.95; Ila) Appreciation Leon Stein, consists Rebel Without Cause which seems suitable only 
16, 


perceptive and perspective essays critical specialist, (E-45, $1.45; III) Bertolt Brecht 
tion poetry, prose and painting the brother and expanded the Gay Beggar’s Opera into; 
more famous Gertrude, (MLPB-24, $0.95; turgid and sordid Three-Penny Novel; the 
There are two new Harvest Books worth noting: Vesey, with Chris 
Eliot’s Essays Elizabethan Drama represent some ying the version lyrics. The 
the best modern criticism the Shakespeare period Englis Gay far preferable, 
Shakespeare and the Elizabethans noted here Sept. Jerton Roueche’s The Last Enemy; impresses one 
1956, (HB-18, $0.95; Ila) Karl Menninger, famous derivatively existentialist, (E-45, $1.25; IIb) 
alienist and psychoanalyst wrote Man Against Himself little novel life 

$1.45; and might well paired with Billy Budd, 
$1.45; Ila) The Maids French modernist Jea 

the excellent Penguin-Pelican series, note new one the worst and poorest plays and 
excellent translation Virgil’s Aeneid Jack- such introduction has been supplied 
son Knight, (L-51, $0.85; Welcome, too, the Sartre; but both deserve attention (E-44, $1.25; 
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